Message from DGF

Welcome to yet another issue
of the special newsletter on our
implementing partners’ response
to governance issues related to the
COVID-19 outbreak.
In this issue, we continue to share
with you the various interventions and
innovations our partners are pursuing
to strengthen governance in Uganda,
amidst the outbreak of corona virus.

SPECIAL NEWSLETTER ON DGF IMPLEMENTING PARTNERS’
RESPONSE TO COVID-19, ISSUE 3, JULY 2020

Women Organisations Caution the Electoral Commission on
Using Media as the Only Campaign Platform for 2021 Elections
forthcoming campaigns because they lead
to huge congregations and physical contacts
known for spreading the COVID-19.
At the press conference, UWONET
noted that whereas they appreciate the
creativity of the EC in organising a scientific
election given the unprecedented times
Representatives of women organisatons address of COVID-19, they are concerned that
journalists at a Press Conference in Kampala. ‘digitalising elections’ might combine with
(Source: UWONET)
pre-existing inequalities to undermine
omen organisations through their women, youth and rural populations from
network, the Uganda Women’s participating in the forthcoming election,
Network (UWONET), held a press both as voters and candidates.
conference in Kampala on 29th June 2020 to
respond to a statement by the Uganda Electoral They, therefore, proposed various
Commission (EC) that all political campaigns for recommendations for the EC to consider
the 2021 general elections are to be conducted before officially adopting media as the
through social and mainstream media, as a primary mode of conducting election
safety measure against the spread of COVID-19. campaigns in the forthcoming elections.
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While launching the elections roadmap on
16th June 2020, the EC Chairperson, Justice
Simon Byabakama indicated that all aspiring
candidates for elective positions will not
be allowed to hold mass rallies during the

Read the full press statement here: https://
www.uwonet.or.ug/virtual-electioneeringwill-deter-equal-political-participationof-women-and-youth-in-the-2020-2021general-elections/

RAC’s Vigilance Causes Interdiction of Government Officers
for Misappropriating COVID-19 Relief Food

T

he stringent measures imposed by
the government to curb the spread of
COVID-19 have caused many people to
fail to fend for themselves in various parts of
the country, compelling government to supply
them with relief food.
When the government supplied food in
the Rwenzori Sub-region, Rwenzori AntiCorruption Coalition (RAC) tasked their
monitors to follow-up its distribution in
communities. In Kitagwenda District, for
example, the communities reported cases of
food misappropriation to RAC monitors.
The communities alleged that the government
officials tasked to distribute food to the

vulnerable people were instead distributing
the food amongst themselves and to their
relatives, while other officers demanded
for bribes from the poor to give them some
food.
When the RAC monitors verified the
information, they forwarded the complaint
to the district taskforce on COVID-19. The
taskforce took action by interdicting three
implicated officers who consequently
are undergoing police investigation. RAC
continues to follow up the cases to ensure
that the accused are produced in courts of
law to face charges of bribery and abuse of
office.

In responding to the challenges caused
by COVID-19 related restriction on
their programme operations, many
of our partners have adopted new
approaches to their programming
in order to adhere to the Ministry of
Health guidelines on COVID-19.
For example, some of our partners
have opted for online technologies
and various media channels to engage
with their beneficiaries on issues
such as prevention of COVID-19;
accountability for COVID-19 resources;
gender-based violence; leadership
and governance; access to service
delivery; and citizens’ rights, roles and
responsibilities, among others.
We appreciate our partners for the
commendable work they are doing
even during these uncertain times
to ensure continuation of their
programme operations.
As for the DGF, we will continue to
work with our partners towards a
shared vision of a Uganda where
citizens are empowered to engage in
democratic governance and the state
upholds citizens’ rights.
Enjoy and stay safe!
Wim Stoffers,
Head of Facility
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URN’s Media Story Secures Release for Akiro and 19 Others Imprisoned for Violating
COVID-19 Directives
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n May 2020, the Uganda Radio Network (URN) published a story
narrating the ordeal of a 15-year-old girl struggling to fend for
her siblings following the arrest of their mother, Lillian Akiro, for
violating the COVID-19 lockdown guidelines. A mother of seven,
Akiro was arrested by security agencies for falling to comply with
curfew hours that had been instituted by the government as part
of the measures to control the spread of COVID-19.

For example, the Mother’s Union of Church of Uganda fed the
children, while an advocacy organisation, the Women’s Pro Bono
Initiative, picked up the matter and went to court to demand
a review of Akiro’s conviction so that she could get released to
rejoin her suffering family.

During the review of Akiro’s conviction, Justice Wilson Kwesiga,
determined that the lower court procedurally erred when it failed
Akiro, with 19 others, were arraigned before the magistrate at to follow the rules of procedure governing trials. He accordingly
Buganda Road Court and charged for defying lawful orders, to quashed the conviction and sentence and ordered the immediate
which they pleaded guilty. They were handed a three-month release of Akiro and the 19 others in her group, after two months
imprisonment sentence at Kitalya Prison in Wakiso District.
in prison.
In the meantime, URN’s story on the plight of Akiro’s children was Access URN’s published stories here: www.ugandaradionetwork.
picked up by at least 100 media stations across the country, and net
attracted the attention and action from a local church and NGOs.

LASPNET Petitions Government to Reopen
Schools

A screenshot of LASPNET’s petition to government to consider reopening
schools.
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ith the phased lifting of the COVID-19 lockdown,
the Legal Aid Service Providers Network (LASPNET)
contends that the fate of the education sector in
Uganda still hangs in balance with the uncertainty of reopening.
To this effect, LASPNET has petitioned the Government of Uganda
to consider reopening schools and higher institutions of learning.
In the petition, LASPNET notes that the continued closure of
schools has put the livelihoods of teaching and non-teaching
staff at stake, and has exposed children and learners to emotional
stress such as rape, defilement, early marriages, and unwanted
pregnancies among other challenges
LASPNET proposes several recommendations for consideration
by the National Taskforce on COVID-19, the Ministry of Education
and Sports, the Ministry of Health, the Uganda National Teachers
Union, and the Uganda Human Rights Commission, to expedite
reopening of schools.
Read the full petition here: https://www.dgf.ug/sites/default/
files/rescrc/LASPNET%20PETITION%20TO%20GOVERNMENT%20
TO%20CONSIDER%20REOPENING%20OF%20SCHOOLS%20
%26%20HIGHER%20INSTITUTIONS%20OF%20LEARNING.pdf
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KRC Adopts New Mechanisms to Implement
its Programmes

T

he various COVID-19 preventive measures including
restrictions on movements and public gatherings instituted
by the government, have affected implementation of
activities in many organisations. For Kabarole Research and
Resource Centre (KRC), their immediate response was to
suspend all activities that involved public gatherings. However,
overtime, KRC has devised new approaches to implement
suspended activities amidst stringent COVID-19 circumstances;
including the following:
• Using the Zoom online platform, KRC has been able to
conduct five debates and discussions on various governance
issues of interest to the citizens. Collectively, the debates
attracted participation of over 500 people from different
parts of the world.
• KRC intensified use of FM radios, to reach out to communities
on various pertinent issues, in the target districts. Through
the various FM radios, KRC conducted talk shows on
prevention of COVID-19; gender based violence; access to
service delivery; accountability for COVID-19 resources;
leadership and governance; and citizens’ rights, roles and
responsibilities, among others.
• They initiated and launched weekly-televised talk shows
and drama series on food security to create awareness on
nutrition concerns as key aspects for boosting the body
immunity and increasing chances of survival from COVID-19.
• They also conduct road drives in Kabarole District to create
awareness on the dangers of COVID-19 and, conducts
monitoring of health facilities to assess compliance to
standard operating procedures for COVID-19 prevention.
Follow the link to watch some of the KRC online engagements:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q-xWrqzY7cQ

RDU Opts for Online Technologies to Conduct Consultations on National Youth Manifesto
2021-2026

Given the fact that the manifesto needed to be in place before
commencement of the political campaigns for the 2021 general
elections, RDU could not wait for the lifting of the lockdown to
resume the consultations.
To compensate for the outlawed physical engagement meetings,
RDU opted for online technologies. Using the Zoom online
platform, for example, RDU prepared data collection tools, and
trained its members on how to use the tools to solicit for ideas
from the youth countrywide.

RDU transformed the physical data collection tools into a
Google Form to minimise risks of spreading coronavirus through
An online training for young people on how to use data collection tools to
solicit for ideas from youth across the country. (Source: RDU)
physical contacts with physical questionnaires. These tools
hen the government declared the COVID-19 were administered to the youth who have access to internet
lockdown in March 2020, which suspended public connectivity.
gatherings, Restless Development – Uganda (RDU),
was severely affected. At that time, RDU in partnership with To reach out to the rural youth who have challenges with access to
Youth Coalition in Electoral Democracy (YCED) were planning internet and ability to utilise modern technology, RDU secured their
to conduct stakeholder consultations, through public meetings telephone contacts, interviewed them through teleconferencing
and workshops to inform the development of the National Youth and online technologies, and entered their responses into the
online Google Form after the interviews.
Manifesto 2021-2026.
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The manifesto entails governance priorities, which the youth and
young people would like an incoming government (2021-2026)
to pay attention to in its term of office. It is used to influence all
aspiring political parties and leaders to include youth priorities in
their manifestos during political campaigns.

TAACC Intensifies Monitoring of COVID-19
Related Service Delivery

Through the above approach, RDU has noted that it is possible
to conduct successful consultations through teleconferencing
rather than physical interaction. The above process has generated
pertinent ideas from the youth for inclusion in the National Youth
Manifesto 2021-2026.

ADDA Scales up Use of FM Radios to
Ensure Civic and Human Rights Education

T
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Using reports from the monitors, TAACC petitioned respective
duty bearers to ensure that hiccups in service delivery are
addressed. Some of the COVID-19 related accountability
problems identified included limited safety equipment in some
of the health centers (Agidak Health Centre II in Amolatar District
and Nambieso Health Centre III in Kwania District), and lack of
accountability in the distribution of food items meant for the
vulnerable families affected by the lockdown.

To ensure continued delivery of civic and human rights
education to communities, ADDA has promoted and increased
the use of the radio talk shows. The talk shows are conducted
monthly, through various local FM radio stations in Teso and
Karamoja sub-regions.

o remain on top of the game amidst the COVID-19 pandemic
and lockdown, The Apac Anti-Corruption Coalition (TAACC)
utilised their team of 326 budget monitors spread in the
six districts of operation (Oyam, Kole, Amolatar, Dokolo, Kwania
and Apac), to monitor and report on COVID-19 service delivery
within their reach.

The monitors also found that there were some unscrupulous
people that were turning the challenges paused by COVID-19
into opportunities to benefit themselves.
TAACC therefore, developed radio spot messages and jingles,
and conducted radio talk shows to sensitise and mobilise the
citizens on the need for service delivery monitoring. The issues
raised during the talk shows contributed to engagements that
led to improvement in accountability for the resources meant to
address COVID-19.
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ith the announcement of the lockdown because
of the outbreak of COVID-19, the Amuria District
Development Agency (ADDA) could no longer conduct
civic and human rights education activities through community
gatherings, and other community structures. This scaled down
the number of people reached during civic and human rights
education.

In this endeavor, ADDA has prioritised airing civic education
content from civic education manuals distributed by UPIMAC,
as well as topics on pertinent issues such as domestic violence,
land rights, service delivery, leadership and accountability,
access to justice, and the impact of COVID -19 on service
delivery and accountability, among others.

Wizarts Foundation Pilots a New Approach to Programming During and Post COVID-19

W

ith support from the DGF, the Wizarts Foundation
implements the “Our Parliament Project”. One of the
key activities under these projects, is the monthly TV
talk show known as “Face the Citizens”. It brings together young
people, members of parliament (MPs), government officials
and civic educators in the same room to dialogue about good
governance. However, following the institution of the lockdown
in March 2020 to curb the spread of COVID-19, this activity was
suspended.

To compensate for the reduction in the auditorium participants,
Wizarts streams the discussion on Facebook Live and the questions
and comments are conveyed online for the panel to respond. In
June 2020, three “Face the Citizen” shows have been produced
with topics on youth perspectives on the national budget, impact
of COVID-19 on education and the review of the Youth Manifesto.
The discussion panels comprised of MPs, technical experts from
relevant government ministries, and civil society organisations.

With the above shows, Wizarts has noted increased online
With the easing of the COVID-19 lockdown restrictions in June 2020, participation and engagement, which demonstrate the
Wizarts Foundation has resumed Face the Citizens programme, effectiveness of Wizarts’ new approach to “Face the Citizen”
but with strict adherence to the Ministry of Health standard shows during and post COVID-19.
operating procedures. For example, before the lockdown, about
40 people would gather in the Wizarts auditorium to participate
in the programme, but the cap is now 10 participants to ensure
they are socially distanced.

Partners In The Media
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Samuel Herbert Nsubuga, Executive Director of the
Africa Centre for Treatment and Rehabilitation of
Torture Victims (ACTV), speaking out against torture
during and after COVID-19 on NBS TV on 30th June
2020. (Source: NBS TV)

Patience Katenda, Legal Officer at the Refugee Law
Project (RLP), speaking out against torture during and
after COVID-19 on NTV Uganda on 26th June 2020
in commemoration of Torture Victims Day. (Source:
NTV Uganda)

Henry Muguzi, National Coordinator of Alliance for
Finance Monitoring (ACFIM) in a discussion on NTV
Uganda on the cost of virtual campaigns on 28th July
2020. (Source: NTV Uganda)

Allana Kembabazi, Programme Manager–Right to
Health at the Initiative for Social and Economic Rights
(ISER) in a discussion on NTV Uganda on the need for
affordable healthcare during the COVID-19 pandemic
on 15th July 2020. (Source: NTV Uganda)

Partners In The Media

Sylvia Namubiru, Executive Director of the Legal Aid
Service Providers Network (LASPNET), discussing the
need to pass the Legal Aid Law on NBS TV on 21st July
2020. (Source: NBS TV)

Saphina Nakulima, Programme Manager-Right to
Education at the Initiative for Social and Economic
Rights (ISER), in a discussion on NTV Uganda on
the status of continued learning during COVID-19
pandemic on 22nd July 2020. (Source: NTV Uganda)

Partners’ Online Events

On 23rd June 2020, the African Centre for Media
Excellence (ACME) held a webinar on how best journalists
can cover the 2021 general elections. The webinar was
also streamed live on ACME’s Facebook Page. (Source:
ACME)
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On 25th June 2020, the Africa Leadership Institute
(AFLI) together with Uganda Management Institute
(UMI) held an online public policy dialogue under the
theme: “Early Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic
in Uganda: Measures and Implications for Public
Governance”. (Source: AFLI)

Partners’ Online Events

On 16th July 2020, the Netherlands Institute for Multiparty Democracy (NIMD) and the Public Policy Institute
(PPI) held a town hall and Virtual meeting on media as a medium for political campaigns ahead of the 2021
general elections. The meeting was also streamed live on Facebook and YouTube. (Source: NIMD)

On 15th July 2020, the Initiative for Social and
Economic Rights (ISER) held an e-dialogue on
mitigating the negative impacts of the COVID-19
Pandemic on the education sector. The dialogue
was also aired live on NBS TV at 2pm – 5pm. (Source:
ISER)
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On 30th June 2020, Global Rights Alert (GRA) held a zoom
webinar on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on
communities affected by oil and gas activities. (Source:
GRA)

Partners’ Online Events

On 30th June 2020, the Africa Centre for Treatment
and Rehabilitation of Torture Victims (ACTV) held a talk
show on Capital FM under the theme: “Human Rights
Defenders and the Call to Action: Speak out against
Torture during and after COVID-19”. (Source: ACTV)

On 16th July 2020, the Legal Aid Service Providers
Network (LASPNET) held a tweet chat on the
enactment of the legal Aid Law under the hashtag,
#PasstheLegalAidLaw. (Source: LASPNET)

On 25th June 2020, Platform for Labour Action (PLA)
held a zoom meeting under the theme: “Counting
the Cost of COVID-19 Pandemic on Uganda’s
Migrant Labour Sector – Adjusting to the New
Normal”. (Source: PLA)

On 17th July 2020, ActionAid International Uganda
(AAIU) held a tweet chat on flattening the curve of
land grabbing intensified by the COVID-19 Pandemic.
(Source: AAIU)
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